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Board Policy 

 

1.  Nomination to the Executive committee 

a) Members from a single family/ Trustee membership cannot be elected to the Executive Committee 

during the same tenure. 

b) Members to the Executive committee coming from a single family cannot be elected to the 

Executive Committee for more than 6 years over a 10-year period. 

  

2. Acceptance of the membership 

a) Application for the subscription of membership to Canberra Hindu Mandir will be accepted by 

EC upon endorsement by the Trustees. 

b) All trustees are to pay the balance of the A$5000 at a later stage.  Failure to make the balance 

of the payment will result in losing their Trustee membership. 

 

3. Religious and ritual activities of the temple 

a) The Mandir shall encourage conduct deity worships, participation in congregation, conduct religious 
classes, preach religion, publish and distribute religious newsletters, CD’s and magazines and 
maintain library of religious books and resources. 

b) The Board shall ensure that Canberra Hindu Mandir follows the principles of Sanatana Dharma and 
shall strive to create an environment based on the key values of mutual respect, righteousness, 
tolerance, humility, honesty, compassion, cleanliness and nonviolence 

c) The temple shall provide a facility for conducting Hindu religious and ritual activities for Hindus from 
all walks of life. The rituals shall include but not limited to – 

i. Purification ceremonies 
ii. Household worships 
iii. Sraddha and Tarpan 
iv. Rituals for birth, wedding 
v. funeral rites like death Samskara and Antyesthi Kria 
vi. Rituals for new homes  
vii. Sankalpa puja and 
viii. Other religious rituals and ceremonies as approved by the EC of the day in 

consultation with Trustees. 

d) The Mandir will also be used as a Hindu Heritage Museum and shall organise and promote Vedic 
education and cultural activities that showcases Hinduism. 

e) The operational guidelines will be set at the discretion and decisions made by the Executive 
committee.   

 

4.  Traditional values that shall be observed and restricted to the temple 
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a) Non-vegetarian foods, smoking, liquor, or alcoholic beverages shall not be permitted within the 
Temple premises and precinct. 

 

b) Shoes, slippers or any kind of footware shall not be permitted inside the temple building, temple 
kitchen, near the havan/puja and ritual arena. All congregation and visitors to temple should leave 
their footwear outside the temple. 

 

c) The temple shall encourage congregation and members of the Hindu community to wear clean 
Vedic dress and costumes when visiting the temple if possible and feasible. 
 

d) The elected EC members have to abide by the roles description as outlined in the policy. 
 

e) Non compliance with any of the above policies would be subjected to disciplinary action as set in 
the constitution at 7.8. 
 

f) The guidelines will be set at the discretion and decisions made by the Executive committee.   
 

 

 

5 Strategic plan 

any plans made by the EC of the day in consultation with Trustees will be valid by the constitution. 

i. The temple will be developed in a phased approach.   

ii. Initial phase will deliver a Shirdi Sai Baba Mandir with a meditation hall and an activity room.   

iii. Second phase will have a focus group under the guidance of the executive committee to 

generate funds for the Ram/Vishnu Mandir and so on until the deities listed in clause 6(d) are set 

up. 

 

6. The focus of worship and prayers  

Personal form 

a) The personal form of the supreme God, Lord shiva/Lord Vishnu, Sadguru Shirdi Sai Baba will 

be the presiding deities in the temple and will remain the centre of attention, focus of worship 

and prayers. 

b) The deities that will be placed in the temple will be restricted to only: 

 Lord Ganesh 

 Lord Shiva 

 Durga Maata 

 Subramanyam 

 Lord Venketeshwara 
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 Lakshmi Devi 

 Lord Rama, Sita, Lakshmana  

 Hanuman 

 Lord Krishna 

 Navagrahas 

 Shirdi Sai Baba 

c) If a request for a new deity is to be placed then it should be taken to the executive committee 

and annual general meeting and upon approval and consideration of at least 2/3 of the majority 

to see if the request for a new deity falls within the objectives and aims of the temple and its 

rules. 

Impersonal form  

d) Hinduism also meditates upon and worships the impersonal form of Almighty God, the 

Supreme Brahman or the Supreme Being. Both the manifest and the unmanifest forms are a 

projection of God. The diversity is inherent part of Vedic heritage and will be reflected in the 

functioning of the Mandir. 

 

7. Community hall 

a) The Community Hall may be used by the other non-hindu community groups.   

b) The community hall will be separated from the temple premises and can be used by other 

communities subject to the conditions set in clause 4 of the policy and without disturbing the 

purpose and sanctity of the temple.   

 

8. Relationship with wider community 

The Mandir shall strive to: 

a) promote understanding and respect for Hinduism and Vedic Philosophy among 

Hindus and the wider Australian society; 

b) maintain good relations with other religious faiths and organisations; and 

c) establish and maintain rapport with other religious groups with the intention to 

promote inter-religious harmony, such as having special prayers for communal 

harmony and inviting people from other faiths to join in special events.  
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